DECEMBER 2022 / JANUARY 2023
COVID-19 Update: Appalachian Audubon Society is keeping up to date on the latest guidance for COVID-19 mitigation
measures as they’re shared by the CDC and the PA Department of Health. Monthly program meetings will be in person
except as otherwise noted. Wearing a mask is now optional at AAS monthly meetings and field trips. All questions may be
directed to AAS President Ali Bowling at president@appalachianaudubon.org.

AAS Program | Thursday, December 8, 2022

AAS Program | Thursday, January 19, 2023

Pennsylvania Bird
Conversation

Birdability: Because
Birding is for Everybody
and Every Body!

Please note: This month’s meeting is on the second
Thursday.
The Pennsylvania Game Commission’s Wildlife Diversity
Division is charged with conservation and management
of non-game birds and mammals. From managing
Threatened and Endangered species to coordinating
statewide surveys, the agency has a wide range of avian
projects with an equally wide range of partners.
The State Ornithologist, Sean Murphy, will highlight recent
accomplishments, the agency’s role in bird conservation
in Pennsylvania, and upcoming opportunities to support
and help.
Join us LIVE! at 6:00 p.m. for refreshments, socializing
and to meet the coffee roasters that roast our AAS birdfriendly coffee. Bantam Coffee Roasters will be in the
church parking lot graciously treating our members and
guests to free piping hot cups of coffee between 6:00 p.m.
and 7:00 p.m. The meeting starts at 7:00 p.m., followed by
the program. Meeting is at: Christ Presbyterian Church,
421 Deerfield Road, Camp Hill, PA 17011.

*Virtual Meeting*
Birding is an activity that can bring so much joy and
empowerment to everybody, but not every body is able
to go birding easily. Birdability is a brand new nonprofit organization, based in the U.S., but with a global
reach. Through education, outreach, and advocacy,
Birdability works to ensure that the birding community
and the outdoors are welcoming, inclusive, safe, and
accessible for everybody. We focus on people with
mobility challenges, blindness or low vision, chronic
illness, intellectual or developmental disabilities, mental
illness, and those who are neurodivergent, deaf or hard of
hearing or who have other health concerns. In addition to
current birders, we strive to introduce birding to people
with disabilities and other health concerns so they too
can experience the joys of birding.
Learn why this should matter to you (even if you don’t
have an accessibility challenge). Learn ways to be a
more-welcoming and more-inclusive birder. Find out
about the Birdability Map and how to submit a Birdability
Site Review. Also, learn about other resources for birders
(and potential future birders) with accessibility challenges.
Because birding is for everybody and every body! Learn
more and find resources at https://www.birdability.org/ or
follow @birdability on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
Join us *VIRTUALLY* at 6:30 p.m. for socializing. The
meeting starts at 7:00 p.m., followed by the program.
Register here: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZUsdu-hqz8iE9ZHH2yCVRKKhnQ9wATYlB8u
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.
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Hello fellow Appalachian Audubon
Society (AAS) friends!
As we gather with our friends and family for the holidays it is a great time to
talk with them about Appalachian Audubon Society (AAS). Spreading the word
about our organization helps grow our ability to work within the community
and often brings new opportunities as we gain new members. A membership to
AAS makes a great gift, especially paired with a promise to enjoy a field trip or
monthly chapter meeting with a loved one. I personally have enjoyed AAS with
my grandfather, allowing us to spend time together as we learn about interesting
conservation related topics in our community. I will always cherish our time
together spent at meetings and I hope to carry on this tradition with my young
son in the future. I encourage you to use these meetings as a time to spend with
family and friends, spread the word and share the gift of a membership.
Appalachian Audubon Society is a family in itself as we have such a kind,
motivated, and caring group of people advocating for conservation, wildlife,
ecosystems, and more. Not only am I inspired by the work being done by our
organization, but by the support we have for each other and the kind words that
are shared. This holiday season, share the AAS family with your family and friends.
I wish everyone a happy holiday! I hope to see you in the new year, maybe with a
family or friend you shared our organization with.
Thank you,
Ali

Trout Run Nature Preserve
Trout Run Nature Preserve is a 21.4-acre spring-fed wetland and upland
ecosystem in Upper Allen Township, Cumberland County, protected and owned by
the Appalachian Audubon Society.
It is home to many different kinds
of birds, plants and wildlife —
a green oasis in an increasingly
developed area. Please check it
out, the hiking trail is always open and
ready for visitors! Click this link (https://
appalachianaudubon.org/Conservation.
html#TroutRun) for additional details
about AAS’s Trout Run Preserve on our
website.
Address: 2200-2256 Stumpstown Rd,
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
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Alexandria Bowling 717-315-6241
bowling.a@alumni.ou.edu
Youth Coordinator
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Youth Engagement
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Field Trips
December

Contact Rick Price for the latest information and to register
at rprice210@comcast.net or 717-657-1950.

Christmas Bird Counts
Please see the following dates and contacts to participate
in the century-plus Audubon tradition of Christmas Bird
Counts (CBCs.)
• Saturday, December 17, 2022; Harrisburg CBC
Contact Annette Mathes: 717-514-4512
• Monday, December 26, 2022: Newville CBC
Contact Vern Gauthier: verngauthier14@gmail.com
• Tuesday, December 27, 2022: New Bloomfield CBC
Contact Betsy Riter: rriter@pa.net
• Wednesday, December 28, 2022: York Springs CBC
Contact Tim Johnson: tj359@sbcglobal.net
Please note that Christmas Bird Counts are not considered
AAS field trips. The CBC is a long standing Audubon tradition
that predates our chapter by over 50 years. They are
generally considered full day activities, working in teams,
and may even extend from pre-dawn till dusk. Please be
sure to ask your leader if you have any questions.

Saturday, January 21, 2023

Riverfront Park Marietta with
Lancaster County Bird Club
Lancaster County Bird Club (LCBC) has invited Appalachian
Audubon Society members to join their Riverfront Park
Marietta field trip with host Emily Broich at 10:00 a.m.
This collaborative effort is intended to bring two great
organizations together! Meet at 10:00 a.m. at the park’s
main parking lot near the pavilion and boat launch off
Vinegar Ferry Road. Dress warmly to scan the river for
mergansers and winter waterfowl. We will then explore the
surrounding area on a paved trail to look for other winter
visitors among the trees including Ruby-crowned and
Golden-crowned Kinglets, Brown Creeper, and Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker.
Due to the chance of winter weather and possible
cancellation, please register by 6:00 p.m. Friday, January 20.
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January
Saturday, January 7, 2023

If you are interested in joining this field trip, please
register with Emily Broich at 717-333-9146 or
emilybroich@gmail.com. Co-leader will be Laura Kimmick.
To find out more about LCBC, check out their website:
https://lancasterbirdclub.org/.

Winter Birding at Wildwood Park
Wildwood park began in 1901 when the City of Harrisburg
established Wildwood Lake as part of the City Beautiful
movement, a nationwide reform effort conceived by social
reformers to build civic loyalty and a sense of community
among urban dwellers. Now this park is often used as a
birding spot since it attracts a diverse group of species. Join
us for winter birding at this beautiful park. Depending on
conditions at the time, we may bird outside on one of the
trails and/or inside the Nature Center overlooking the bird
feeder area. Lancaster County Bird Club is invited to join
us for this classic Appalachian Audubon Society Harrisburg
area field trip!
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Appalachian Audubon
Society (AAS) Hog Island
Scholarship Program
MEMBERS! Please help us advertise these
scholarships by going to the AAS Education webpage
(link below) and copying one of the scholarship flyers
to share on social media or through email. Or simply
post the link to our education webpage to make others
aware of the scholarships. We haven’t received many
applications in the last couple of years and we would
appreciate any help with advertising this worthwhile
program to youth in south-central PA. Good places to
post the flyers are coffee shops, libraries, other local
bulletin boards, etc. Thanks for your help! You can direct
any questions to education@appalachianaudubon.org.
Applications for the 2023 Hog Island Teen Scholarships
will be accepted until January 27, 2023. A full
scholarship (excluding transportation to/from camp)
is valued at $1,690. Dates for the camps — Coastal
Maine Bird Studies for Teens — are June 11–16 or
June 18–23, 2023. We have reserved one space per
session. The AAS Education webpage has more
detailed information on the scholarship, as well as
the scholarship application and program flyers at
https://appalachianaudubon.org/education.html.
Primary Eligibility for our Scholarship: AAS, as a
chapter of National Audubon Society (NAS) in southcentral Pennsylvania, primarily supports the residents of
Cumberland, Dauphin, Northern York and Perry counties
(as determined by NAS zip-codes). These zip codes can
be found on the AAS Education webpage link above.
Youth ages 14 to 17 residing in our chapter territory
are encouraged to apply. Scholarship awards will be
determined by the student’s demonstrated passion,
interest and curiosity about birds and/or natural history
or science. Students must be willing to share their Hog
Island learning experiences with our chapter and their
local communities. Membership in AAS is not required.
Secondary Eligibility: Although youth who are
residents of our chapter territory are given priority, nonchapter-resident 14–17-year-olds living in south-central
PA, may also be considered. Birding or wildlife volunteer
experience or family connections to our area strengthen
non-resident applications.
As a heads up, Hog Island may have COVID vaccination
and masking requirements in 2023. The current
requirements can be reviewed on the Hog Island
Website. There are no exceptions to these requirements.
Visit the Hog Island Audubon website or contact Hog
Island for more details on the program as well as COVID
requirements by visiting https://hogisland.audubon.org.
The FAQ’s offer a lot of valuable information.
Contact for more information: Georgia Kagle,
Education Chair: education@appalachianaudubon.org.
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The MEME (Membership
Meanderings)
By Dale Rupert, Membership Chair

Join Us — We’re a Great Group!

•  Your AAS Chapter Support Memberships provide
a significant portion of the money that our
organization needs to do all the great things we’re
doing.
•  Our calendar year runs from October 1, 2022 thru
September 30, 2023.
•  If you haven’t already renewed for 2022–2023,
now is a great time to help us out. To renew, visit:
https://appalachianaudubon.org/membership.html.
•  Our group provided $5000 in scholarships for
summer camps this year (and that’s a LOT of $15
Adult memberships!)
•  To continue improving our Trout Run Preserve, we
spent over $10,000 in native plants and seeds last
year (and that’s a LOT of $25 Family memberships!)
•  If you’re already a National Audubon Society
(NAS) member, you are a full-fledged Appalachian
Audubon Society member, and NAS sends us a
portion of your dues.
•  If you’d like to help out even more, then our AAS
Chapter Support Membership is a way to have all of
your donation reach us directly.
•  Many people support birds & conservation &
education both nationally (NAS) as well as locally
(AAS).
•  If you know of anyone who can help convert our
AAS website (HTML) into a template-based website
(Wix, Squarespace, GoDaddy, Zyro, Wordpress …),
please let me know via https://appalachianaudubon.
org/1_Contact.html. I’d like your help to do that.
•  If you love Excel spreadsheets as much as I do and
would like to help update our 2000-line membership
database periodically, please let me know via
https://appalachianaudubon.org/1_Contact.html.
•  Happy Birding! Join us locally. Be part of a wonderful
team. We are a great group!

Birdseed Fundraiser Reminder
By John Latsha
Appalachian Audubon’s 2022 Birdseed Fundraiser is off
and running but this year it’s only in December! Due to
supply chain problems and the war between Russia and
Ukraine as well as droughts and fires in this country, the
Agway stores were not able to obtain birdseed in sufficient
quantities during the usual time period of November. So,
for 2022 we had to move our Fundraiser back a month.
We trust you were able to hold off on purchasing large
quantities of birdseed until December so that AAS will still
realize some monetary benefits for the work that we do
throughout the year.
Birdseed purchases help us raise the funds we need for
local education and conservation programs, including:
• Conservation camp scholarships for young people and
teachers
• Outstanding monthly programs that are free and open to
the public
• Birding and other nature field trips that are available for
all ages and levels of experience

East Shore: Hanoverdale Country Store, Inc. in West
Hanover Township at 486 S. Hershey Rd., Route 39
Harrisburg, PA 17112.
Hours: Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.;
Sunday 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
West Shore: Davis Country Living/Mechanicsburg Agway
at 977 West Trindle Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. Note
the new location! Mechanicsburg Agway is now
located on Trindle Road near the turnpike bridge.
Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m.;
Saturday 8:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m.; closed Sunday.
To get the special price when you visit either of
these Agway stores in December be sure to bring
along a copy of the order form. Order forms were
distributed via email and are available from our website:
https://www.appalachianaudubon.org. Again, there are
two separate forms this year, one for each Agway store.

• Important bird habitat conservation work at Trout Run

Or, you will be able to obtain the special pricing by asking
for an Appalachian Audubon order form at either of the
Agway Stores. It’s quick and easy to obtain your birdseed
or feeders at either of the Agway Stores. Just ask!

This year in December through December 31, you may
visit Hanoverdale Country Store, Inc. or Mechanicsburg
Agway/Davis Country Living to stock up on birdseed,
feeders, and accessories. Members and customers using
the Birdseed Fundraiser Purchasing Form get special
pricing on birdseed. With a minimum purchase of $25 of
birdseed, you will save 25% on feeders and accessories at
the Mechanicsburg Agway store.

Please consider shopping for other items at our partners’
stores, as well. Both stores have a wide variety of garden
and agricultural products as well as pet food.

• Community education and outreach programs

You will be able to pay for your order at either location
using cash, check, or credit card. While picking up your
birdseed, choose from a wide variety of feeders and other
bird-related gear available at either store. Your birdseed
will be loaded into your car for you.

Note: this year there are two separate forms — one
for the Hanoverdale Country Store and one for
Mechanicsburg Agway/Davis Country Living Store.
Be sure to select the correct form before heading to
either store.

Project FeederWatch “Birds and Coffee” Events at
Olewine Nature Center this Winter
By Lorrie Preston
Mark your
AAS will team up with the Dauphin
Ornithology. We will be participating
calendar for
County Parks and Rec. Dept. for
in the citizen science project of
the second year in a row to host
monthly “Birds and Coffee” events
at the Olewine Nature Center. These
will be held the second Saturday of
each month, November thru March
from 10:00–11:00 a.m., to coincide
with annual “Project Feederwatch”
sponsored by the Cornell Lab of

counting and documenting the birds
that come to the feeders from the
indoor comfort of Wildwood’s viewing
area while we enjoy free coffee and
have time to learn and socialize
with fellow birders. Our bird-friendly
organic coffee will be available for
sale at these events, as well.

12/10, 1/14,
2/11, & 3/11

Hope to
see you there

!
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Native Plant Spotlight: Viburnum
By Zach Richard
Viburnums are ubiquitous in the nursery trade, but our native
species have not been traditionally sold to a great degree. That
has begun to change as growers are realizing their aesthetic
appeal. In my personal opinion, some of our most striking
native Viburnums are those of the Viburnum nudum species
complex. This profile will focus on Possumhaw (Viburnum
nudum) as it is the most likely member to find for sale.
Viburnum nudum was formerly a catch-all name for several
similar shrubs in Eastern North America, thought to be
varieties. Currently, this complex has been separated into
three closely related species. V. nudum, known colloquially
as Possumhaw, Smooth Witherod, or Southern Wild Raisin, is
critically imperiled in Pennsylvania, a rare obligate wetland
shrub found in bogs, floodplains, forested swamps and seeps,
and margins of ponds. It occurs narrowly along the seaboard
of New England from Rhode Island and south into peninsular
Florida to Texas and inland to Kentucky and Arkansas. Its
documented range in Pennsylvania is within the Piedmont,
as far west as Lancaster County to the eastern banks of the
Susquehanna River. V. cassinoides (Northern Wild Raisin,
Witherod, Appalachian Tea, or Shawneehaw), much more
common in our region, grows mostly in the upper Piedmont
and Ridge and Valley, preferring the cooler temperatures of
higher elevations, though still is frequently found in wetlands.
It can be differentiated by its short peduncles (inflorescence
stem attachments) and typically minutely toothed or crenulate

leaf margins, as opposed to the entire, smooth, and often inrolled leaf margins and longer peduncles of V. nudum. If you
live in a mountainous area or outside of the Piedmont, consider
growing V. cassinoides instead. The general habit and growth
requirements I’ll describe below are the same. Another closely
related species, V. nitidum, occurs farther south, endemic to
the southeastern United States mostly along the coastal plain
from North Carolina to Texas.
Possumhaw is a small- to medium-sized, multi-stemmed
and rounded shrub with glossy elliptic to oblong-lanceolate
leaves. Leaf shape among different individuals can be varying
degrees of length and width, but all turn a vivid burgundy in the
autumn and hold onto their leaves longer than most deciduous
shrubs. Flowering occurs in June and is a typical viburnum
umbel, or pincushion shape. It offers a sweet musky scent;
not particularly pleasant, but not as disagreeable as invasive
Callery Pear (Pyrus calleryana), for example. By August, small
fruits develop in large clusters. They begin as a minty green
color and mature to shades of pink and eventually dark blue to
black. Unlike V. cassinoides and V. nitidum, wild populations of
V. nudum do not seem to have as pronounced pink fruit color,
though it appears that the cultivated varieties have selected
for the showiest fruit displays. Immature pink and mature
dark blue fruits often comingle on the same cluster. In winter,
the fruits may remain on the shrub unless they are eaten by
wildlife.

Possumhaw • Viburnum nudum
Viburnum Family (Viburnaceae)
Size: 5–20 ft  •  Light: Full sun to part shade  •  Soil: Acidic to neutral (pH 4.9–7.0)  •  Water: Moist to wet

Late spring/early summer flower umbels of V. nudum are highly attractive to a wide variety of insects. Photo provided by
NC State Extension.
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Viburnums are excellent shrubs for
pollinators and birds. The large flower
clusters offer both nectar and pollen that
attracts mining bees and small sweat bees.
Possumhaw also is enjoyed by many
types of flower beetles; you’ll see the
shrub swarming with activity on warm,
sunny days.

Viburnums are excellent shrubs
for pollinators and birds. The
large flower clusters offer
both nectar and pollen that
attracts mining bees (Andrena
sp.) and small sweat bees
(Lasioglossum sp.). Possumhaw
also is enjoyed by many types
of flower beetles; you’ll see the
shrub swarming with activity
on warm, sunny days. In our
region, native Viburnums
support at least 111 species
of lepidoptera, including The
Green Marvel (Agriopodes
fallax), Hummingbird Clearwing
(Hemaris thysbe), and the
Viburnum specialist, Brown
Scoopwing (Calledapteryx
dryopterata). The edible fruits
are a source of food for birds,
especially in the mid- to
late-winter when their sugar
content increases — but as I’m
writing this, Eastern Bluebirds
are feasting. Thrushes, finches,
grosbeaks, woodpeckers,
mimids, and grouse are some
of the typical visitors.
Possumhaw prefers wet and mucky to moist well-drained
soils, though will grow in average moisture so long as it is
given supplemental irrigation during periods of drought. It
will struggle in dry, sandy conditions. It will do best in full
sun, providing the greatest floral and fruit display, but will
still perform in part shade. Fruit set is said to be greatest
when planting multiple clones (if you purchase cultivars) or
seed-grown shrubs in proximity to allow for cross-pollination.
Although several new selections have come to market, the
most frequent cultivars that one will find in nurseries are
V. nudum ‘Winterthur’ and V. nudum [Brandywine] ‘Bulk’,
developed from garden selections in Delaware and the
Netherlands, respectively. ‘Winterthur’ has rounder leaves than
‘Bulk’, and may grow slightly taller, to 10 feet, compared to
about 6 feet. Both take well to pruning and can be used as a
hedge or shaped to a preferred size. V. cassinoides, outside of
native plant retailers, is uncommonly found in the trade. The
selection ‘Lil’ Ditty’ is an extremely compact cultivar at just

Clockwise from top: Attractive fruit clusters mature
from pink to dark blue. Photo © Jim Robbins
The Brown Scoopwing (Calledapteryx dryopterata)
is a Viburnum specialist. If you want to see these
moths, plant accordingly! Photo © Emilio Concari
The glossy, red fall foliage of V. nudum is
unmatched. Photo by Zach Richard
two feet tall. I’d expect this would be to the disadvantage of
some pollinators. The straight species of both V. nudum and
V. cassinoides are a bit less refined in terms of habit and tend
to be more open and arching as they age. This shouldn’t be a
problem for most gardens if they are pruned lightly as needed
in fall.
In your landscape, consider using Possumhaw as part of a
foundation planting or in the wetter areas of your yard. It is
an excellent rain garden or pond margin shrub. Its dazzling
display in autumn can be accented with Switchgrass (Panicum
virgatum), Northern Roughleaf Goldenrod (Solidago patula),
and Swamp Aster (Symphyotrichum puniceum), for example.
Planting in front of evergreens will enhance the colors provided
by Possumhaw fruits and leaves. This shrub truly has interest in
every season, and would be a fantastic addition to any garden.
Please contact me if you have any questions or comments at
zachrichard021@gmail.com.
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The following is an article written by Liam Barry, who attended the Pennsylvania Gobblers and Bass field schools, offered by the Wildlife Leadership Academy.
The mission of the Wildlife Leadership Academy is to engage and empower high school age youth to become Conservation Ambassadors to ensure a
sustained wildlife, fisheries and natural resource legacy for future generations. The Academy offers high-achieving youth, ages 14-17, a comprehensive
study of specific wildlife species, including classroom and field-based, hands-on education. Led by experts, including biologists and educators from across
the state and beyond, the program also engages participants in team work, friendly competition, and an awareness of their natural world.
The Wildlife Leadership Academy has opened its exclusive Youth Conservation Ambassador nomination process to the public and is currently seeking
referrals of motivated students ages 14 to 17 to become Certified Conservation Ambassadors. Nominations are now being accepted online at
https://wildlifeleadershipacademy.org/nominate/.
Appalachian Audubon Society supports Wildlife Leadership Academy through its scholarship program.

Friend or Fiend, The Troubling Tale of the Gray Squirrel
By Liam Barry
Fall is upon us, and as such, many
people wandering the wooded areas of
Pennsylvania begin to take notice of one
of the more well-known inhabitants of
our state. Their long, gray bushy tail, stark
white underbelly, and overall inquisitive
nature make the Eastern Grey Squirrel
one of the most easily recognizable
rodents in the eastern United States.
However, they are often regarded as
a nuisance or pest. This is not without
cause, as their curiosity often lands them
in trouble. Regardless, they also perform
many important functions in their natural
habitat that can’t be ignored.
The Eastern Grey Squirrel (Sciurus
carolinesis) is a very prolific rodent,
inhabiting much of eastern North
America, from Quebec to the tip of
Florida.They are surprisingly adaptable.
This has allowed them to expand
their range into other countries
where they have been introduced,
including Europe and Africa. They are
omnivores, consuming a wide variety
of berries, seeds, mushrooms, insects,
and occasionally smaller vertebrates.
Despite being rodents, they are not as
aggressively fecund, having smaller
litters of 1-4 once or twice a year, but
they can have as many as eight kits in
a litter. They are crepuscular, often seen
around the beginning or end of the day.
Contrary to popular belief, they do not
hibernate, unlike some of their relatives.
This means that they need to have food
ready for winter; they are notorious for
their caches, holes in the ground, where
they store nuts and seeds.
This notorious caching behavior is
part of why they are important for the
ecosystem. They don’t eat all of their
stored food. This results in the “planting”
of new trees to help the forest continue
to grow. They are also an important prey
species for a variety of animals. Notably,
they are often caught by hawks, bobcats,
foxes, and owls. They are also hosts to
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many small invertebrates, such as fleas
and ticks. This causes issues when they
come into contact with people and
domestic animals.
Gray squirrels are not seen just in
forests but also in woodland edges
and even in more urbanized areas. This
is unsurprising, due to their ability to
modify their behavior and the abundance
of food in these areas. However, their
inquisitive nature tends to get them into
trouble. Whoever came up with the idiom
“curiosity killed the cat” had clearly never
encountered squirrels before. They can
cause extensive property damage due
to their ability to easily chew through
wood and plastic. They can breach roofs
and cause damage to wood furnishings
outside and around the house. They
have often gotten into electronics such
as wires and chewed through them,
resulting in power outages at the cost
of the life of the squirrel. These can
range from small-scale single-home
outages to widespread, more-costly
power disruption. According to Unitil,
an interstate electric utility company,
around 8.5% of their outages have been
caused by squirrels gaining access to
their substations.
However, much of the wrath that gray
squirrels have received comes from
the ornithological community, as they
have a tendency to raid bird feeders,
especially during the leaner times in fall
and winter. These raids often drive off
the birds. This results in the generation of
a self-perpetuating cycle. Bird watchers
set up new feeders with anti-squirrel
countermeasures. The squirrels are
thwarted for some time. Then, due to
their surprisingly high intelligence, the
squirrels figure out how to breach these
defenses. This drives off the birds, and
the cycle begins anew.
The gray squirrel’s flexibility has also
caused issues outside of their non-native

ranges, particularly in Europe, but also
in South Africa, where they had been
introduced by Cecil John Rhoades onto
his estate in Cape Town. In Europe,
specifically the UK and Ireland where
they have few predators, they began to
aggressively outcompete the native red
squirrel population. Various campaigns
have been launched to exterminate the
gray squirrels, however, due to their
much higher fitness, and the introduction
of a foreign virus into the red squirrel
population, the gray squirrels still
maintain their foothold. So, the fate of
the red squirrels remains uncertain.
The Eastern Gray Squirrel is an
interesting species. They have an
important role in their natural habitats
both as propagators of the forest and
as food sources for larger animals.
However, many of their interactions
with humans tend to go poorly. As such,
they have been made out to be small
furry miscreants. Despite this, they
are an important part of their native
ecosystems, and as such, deserve to be
treated with some amount of respect.

Join Us for a Pre-meeting Coffee Sampler in the
Parking Lot on December 8th, 6–7 PM!
Bantam Coffee Roasters (previously Ragged Edge
Roasting Co.) has graciously offered to treat our
members and guests to free piping hot cups of coffee
in the church parking lot prior to our December 8th
meeting. Come anytime between 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
to meet Chad, owner of the business, who buys, roasts,
and grinds the
Smithsonian
Certified
organic, birdfriendly coffee
and Rainforest
Alliance
Certified Swissdecaf coffee
that our chapter
has been selling
for the past few
years. Chad
will be there
with his mobile
coffee unit and
looks forward
to meeting our group. Both regular and decaf coffee will
be available.

will have exactly what you want there for pick-up, we
encourage you to place your order ahead of time with
Lorrie at lpreston5156@gmail.com. Deadline to order for
12/8 pickup is 12/6 at 12 Noon.

That evening will also be a great time to purchase coffee
to serve and give to family and friends over the holiday
season. A 1 lb. bag of coffee makes a great hostess gift
for holiday parties and gatherings and a really easy gift
for that special someone you want to remember without
going overboard. Buy a pound for sister Sue, brother
Bob, cousin Carrie, Aunt Alice, neighbor Ned, Uncle Dale
;-) and buy a pound for those people who serve you
faithfully throughout the year. Where else can you make
an $11 purchase that will bring so much pleasure and
cozy relaxation during the cold winter days ahead?

For Saturday, January 14th pick up at the Birds and
Coffee event at Olewine Nature Center (no in-person
AAS meeting in Jan./Feb.) — Order by Tuesday, January
3rd at 12 Noon.

Regular and Swiss decaf in both ground and whole bean
will be available for purchase that night. If you wish to
buy two pounds or more and want to guarantee that we

So come on out and socialize, warm up, and give
our bird-friendly coffee a try. Then stay to hear Sean
Murphy, our PA
State Ornithologist,
talk about PA Bird
Conservation. Hope
to see you there!
BULK COFFEE
ORDER DEADLINES
DEC./JAN./FEB —
(2 lbs or more)
For a Thursday,
December 8th
pick up at the AAS
meeting or the
Saturday, December
10th Birds and
Coffee event at
Olewine Nature Center — Order by Tuesday, December
6th at 12 Noon.

For Saturday, February 11th pick up at the Birds and
Coffee event at Olewine Nature Center — Order by
Tuesday, January 31st at 12 Noon.
Email Lorrie at lpreston5156@gmail.com and specify
both “Regular or Decaf” and “Ground or Whole
Bean.” $11 per pound. If you wish to order 3 lbs. or
more, but are unable to pick up at these events, we will
try to arrange delivery at a mutually agreeable time and
place.

https://www.facebook.com/appalachianaudubon
https://www.facebook.com/groups/515034908575016

https://www.instagram.com/appalachianaudubonsociety/
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