MAY 2021

Board Nominations
The Appalachian Audubon Society’s Nominating
Committee — Chris Kemmerer, Ali Bowling, and Rick
Price —
 is pleased to present this slate of candidates for
consideration by members:
President (2-year term) — Alexandria Bowling
Vice President (1-year term) — John Latsha
Treasurer (1-year term) —
 Zach Richard
Secretary (1-year term) —
 Betsy Riter
Director (2-year term) — Georgia Kagle
Director (2-year term) — Mary Jo Zemitis
Director (2-year term) — Jady Conroy
Elections will be held online beginning Saturday, May
1st, and will close on Friday, May 28th. Please follow this
link to vote: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LR2569R.
Members may only vote once. Additional nominations will
be accepted via the online voting platform. Members may
include a write-in candidate for any board position.

Ice Cream Social
Saturday, May 15th
We know we couldn’t get together for our annual
banquet this year. But we still wanted to find a
way to gather safely and celebrate what was an
interesting and successful year for Appalachian
Audubon Society. Join us on Saturday, May
15th anytime between 1:00pm–3:00pm at the
Fernlawn Pavilion at Lower Allen Community Park
located at 4075 Lisburn Road, Mechanicsburg,
PA 17055. AAS will be providing individually
wrapped ice-cream bars, treats, and beverages.
This will also be your first opportunity to pick up
any silent auction items you may have won. In
addition, we will be holding a small ‘yard sale’ of
any items that were not bid on during the online
silent auction, and a few other nature-themed
treasures. Oh! We’ll also do some impromptu
birding, and have some of our wonderful coffee
for sale too! Cash, checks, and credit cards will
be accepted for all purchases on that day. We
ask everyone to wear a mask when not enjoying
ice cream.

Online Silent Auction
Have you bid yet? Have you gone back to check that you
weren’t outbid? Well, there’s still time to win that item,
and help Appalachian Audubon Society fund educational
scholarships. Our Silent Auction is still going on now
through Sunday, May 9th utilizing the online auction
platform BiddingOwl.com. All proceeds from the auction
will support our scholarships for environmental, and
natural history camps. These scholarships have enabled
many local young people to experience exciting, and lifeshaping educational opportunities.
Online Silent Auction website: https://www.biddingowl.
com/AppalachianAudubonSociety
A highlight of the auction is a print of the painting “Great
Blue Heron, Mourning Cloak Butterfly, River Birch Tree, and
Jewelweed Wildflower” by Jennifer Lynn Becker. Jennifer
is a local artist who specializes in plant, insect, and bird
images. Our own Trout Run Nature Preserve was the
inspiration for this painting, which she has generously
donated to AAS to help raise scholarship funds. Be sure to
visit the auction site often before it closes on May 9th!

It’s hard to believe this is the last Perch I will be writing. It means that my term as
President of Appalachian Audubon Society is soon coming to a close. As with most
endings, I have mixed emotions. But mostly I’m proud of what we’ve been able to
accomplish over the last two years and I’m grateful for the people I was able to
meet and the friendships I was able to make.
Appalachian Audubon Society is definitely its people, and there are certain people
I’d like to thank and give a shout to for all of their time and dedication to the
chapter. Board Director and Membership Chair Dale Rupert manages a database
of over 1,800 people, he sends you all periodic email updates, distributes the
newsletter, coordinates chapter memberships, and he’s our webmaster! Rick and
Peggy Price coordinate and plan over 10 field trips every year, they lead over half
of them, and then Rick sends field trip update articles and his beautiful photos for
use in the newsletter. Georgia Kagle, Board Director and Education Chair, manages
and promotes our educational scholarships, which was made more difficult with
the cancellation of Hog Island Maine Audubon Camps last summer. Lorrie Preston,
our Hospitality and Coffee Sales Chair, graciously offered to deliver coffee orders
to members and worked with Ragged Edge Coffee Roasters to create an online
store, all in an effort to ensure that members were still able to get bird-friendly,
shade grown coffee this year. John Latsha, Board Director and Birdseed Fundraiser
Chair, oversaw the best Birdseed Fundraiser AAS has ever seen this past winter;
but more importantly he created and fostered long lasting relationships with our
local Agway stores. Board Directors Ann DePaulis and Rich Riter have recently
stepped up to chair committees. Ann is the new Youth Engagement Committee
Chair and Rich will be the Birdseed Fundraiser Chair next season. AAS’s newest
Board Member, Zach Richard, has really jumped all in, from starting a monthly
column in the newsletter, ‘Native Plant Spotlight,’ to running for Treasurer. Of
course, AAS wouldn’t get as much done if it wasn’t for our Board Officers, Ali
Bowling, Dan Kemmerer, and Betsy Riter. They do the sometimes unappreciated
work that keeps AAS moving along. Whether it is reaching out to new community
partners, stepping up to run meetings, paying all those pesky bills, or helping us
remember what we said at the previous month’s board meeting – Appalachian
Audubon wouldn’t be able to do the work it does and serve you, our members,
the way we do if it wasn’t for their time and dedication.
Am I getting long winded? That’s a good thing because that means we have so
many dedicated and caring volunteers! Eli DePaulis, along with the entire Trout
Run Committee, continue to invest hundreds of hours improving Appalachian
Audubon’s Trout Run Nature Preserve in Upper Allen Township. Then there are
the volunteers, like Susan Miller who helps coordinate the silent auction, Karen
Atwood who participates on several committees, and so many others who
represent AAS at outreach events, promote the Birdseed Fundraiser at Agway
stores, edit the newsletter, or help with Native Plant Sales. Each of them does
this, I believe, because each and every one of them knows that the work helps to
connect people to birds, helps protect birds and bird habitat, and they find a little
bit of joy in it. For that I am ever grateful and thankful.
Finally, thank you, the members of Appalachian Audubon Society, for allowing me
to be your President. I look forward to continuing to volunteer and be an active
member of AAS. But I’m also excited about finding other organizations that I can
give back to. I look forward to seeing you all at monthly meetings, field trips, or
volunteer events next year. In the meantime, enjoy your summer and, as always,
happy birding!
Chris Kemmerer
President
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Introducing Our 2021 Hog Island Teen Scholarship Recipients
Mychal-Mali McCaskill and Bethany
Barrall are our scholarship recipients for
2021. They will be attending Audubon’s
Monhegan and Hog Island Birding
for Teens camp in Maine. Our camp
scholarships are possible thanks to
donations by generous AAS members
and fundraising activities (e.g., silent
auctions, birdseed and native plant
sales) by the chapter and the Board.
Mychal-Mali resides in Harrisburg and
is a junior at Harrisburg’s SciTech High
School. She has aspirations to a career
curating a natural history museum,
volunteered as a Jr. Zookeeper at
Audubon Zoo in New Orleans, and

became a Junior Conservation Officer
while attending summer camp in
Mississippi. She is looking forward to
networking with like-minded teens and
expanding her view of ornithology as
a possible career choice. The idea of
immersing herself in ornithology for a
week is especially attractive to her. She
enjoys nature and understanding how
natural systems interconnect, and enjoys
working with children and teaching them
about nature.
Bethany Barrall resides in Strasburg,
Lancaster County, and is a sophomore
at Lampeter-Strasburg High School.
Bethany discovered birdwatching about

a year ago and already uses eBird to
record her observations. She is looking
toward a career in conservation, but
as with Mychal-Mali, she anticipates
that this camp will help her evaluate
ornithology as a career choice. Bethany
has had a lifelong love of nature and
has backpacked on the Appalachian
Trail. She hopes to help locally with
conservation efforts, educate people
about how to help wildlife, and possibly
configure her backyard to be more
suitable for local birds.
Congratulations to these deserving
teens!

Harrisburg Falcon Watch
Since 1997, the Rachel Carson State Office Building in Harrisburg has
been host to a pair of Peregrine Falcons, the longest continuously
successful nest site in Pennsylvania. Since 2000, this nest
has fledged 73 chicks, several of which have
subsequently been identified in their own
nesting territories in Pennsylvania, and
surrounding states. Peregrine Falcons have
proven themselves highly adaptable to city
living. But urban environments, including
cars and windows, present unique
hazards to young falcons as they learn
to fly. To improve the fledglings’ odds of
survival, each Spring the all-volunteer Harrisburg
Falcon Watch and Rescue mounts a dawn to
dusk watch, seven days a week, to monitor the
young falcons’ activity, and when necessary,
rescue grounded or otherwise threatened
fledglings. Appalachian Audubon Society members
have given strong support for this program in the
past, and have made a great difference in the survival
of a number of Harrisburg’s fledglings.

1977
Year first pair of Peregrine
Falcons nested at the Rachel
Carson State Office Building

73
Number of chicks
that have
fledged since
2000

Appalachian Audubon Society members have
given strong support for this program in the past,
and have made a great difference in the survival
of a number of Harrisburg’s fledglings.
This year, interest in the Harrisburg falcons has been
heightened by the arrival of a new male, 85AK, a four-yearold bird from Baltimore, MD. As an inexperienced parent, his
skills as a flight instructor for his young will be learned on the job.
Time will tell how that affects fledging success. If you are interested in
participating as a volunteer, please contact AAS member Sue Hannon, or
email hbgfalconwatch@gmail.com. No prior experience is necessary.
Photo courtesy
Rick Price
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2021 Annual Appeal
Appalachian Audubon Society will be supporting two local wildlife rehabilitation centers through our Annual Appeal
this year. They are Red Creek Wildlife Center in Schuylkill County and West Shore Wildlife Center in York County. Your
donation will help both centers rescue and rehabilitate Pennsylvania’s injured wildlife.

Red Creek Wildlife Center

West Shore Wildlife Center

Red Creek Wildlife Center began in 1991 to offer a
second chance to distressed Pennsylvania wildlife
through rescue and rehabilitation, public education and
by providing training for wildlife rehabilitators. Today
the center takes in and serves close to 4,000 animals
annually, from the tiniest hummingbird to the largest
eagle, from chipmunks to deer. Red Creek is dedicated to
giving wildlife a second chance.

Founded in 2019 by Emily Garrigan, West Shore Wildlife
Center’s mission is “inspiring coexistence between
humans and wildlife.” With the decline of wild, natural
spaces, more and more wild animals are living in our
neighborhoods and cities. This close proximity of wildlife
to humans causes a variety of conflicts. Through their
programs, the Center hopes to ease the tensions
between humans and wildlife in a way that works for
all of us. They hope to inspire everyone to be better
neighbors for our health, the animals, and our planet.

Red Creek believes that education is an important
part of saving Pennsylvania’s wildlife, the environment
and the planet for future generations. Each year, tens
of thousands of students enjoy a positive wildlife
experience through Red Creek’s LIVE RAPTOR programs
and assemblies. Red Creek believes wildlife rehabilitation
is a valuable service that should be available to everyone.
Red Creek is helping others become wildlife rehabilitators
through classes, seminars and online training, expanding
this service to new areas in Pennsylvania and nationally.
The work the center does is truly a benefit to both
humans and wildlife!

As the Center plans strategically for the future and
even larger impact, they hope that the local community
joins them on their journey. The Center continues to
expand the number and variety of species that they are
able to care for and continues to expand their library
of resources for individuals, government agencies, and
corporations.

Yes, I want to support the Annual Appeal:
Name(s)
Address
Phone

Email

I would like to donate:
❑ Red Creek Wildlife Center & West Shore Wildlife Center		 $
❑ AAS Educational Scholarships 		 $		
Total included $

		 Options:
Donating
MAIL

CLICK

Mail this form, along with
your check payable to AAS
(Appalachian Audubon Society), to:

Click on the Donate button on
our website and use your credit or
debit card to pay. Add a comment
that your donation is for our
Annual Appeal.

Appalachian Audubon Society
P.O. Box 234,
Camp Hill, PA 17001-0234
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DONATION DEADLINE
6/15/21
100% of your contribution is
tax-deductible.

Field Trips
Appalachian Audubon Society welcomes people at all levels of experience. Birding with a group is a good
way to improve your skills and confidence in birding.
Reminder: Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, Appalachian Audubon Society will continue to limit field trip registration
to a maximum of 10 people. Participants will be required to wear a mask; scopes, binoculars, and other equipment will not
be shared; and we will not be organizing carpooling to and from field trips nor will we be carpooling during field trips. All
questions may be directed to AAS President Chris Kemmerer at president@appalachianaudubon.org or 717-571-7958.

MAY Field Trips
Saturday, May 1

Sunday, May 2

Saturday, May 8

Warbler Walk at
Stony Creek

Warbler Walk at PA
State Game Land 230

World Migratory
Bird Day

Join warbler expert Tom Smith
on this annual classic which was
cancelled last year due to pandemic
considerations. It is usually a good
opportunity to see several warbler
species as well as other spring
songbirds such as Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks and Scarlet Tanagers.
Meet at the power lines by the PPL
substation along Stony Creek Road
at 7:00am. Participants must register
with Tom at 717-921-2461.

Pete Lusardi will lead a walk along the
base of Blue Mountain near Carlisle
Springs to look for migrating and
summer resident warblers and other
songbirds. This trip has a history of
uncommon birds showing up including
Golden-winged Warbler, Mourning
Warbler, Canada Warbler, Summer
Tanager, and Bobolink. Participants
will meet at the first parking lot on the
right (coming from the east on Route
944) at 7:30am. Contact Pete Lusardi
at 717-243-6419 to register.

Rick and Peggy Price will return to
Memorial Lake State Park to lead a
group to actively count as many
birds as possible in a specified area
for World Migratory Bird Day. Last year
the park hosted a number of warblers,
vireos, flycatchers, shorebirds and
lingering waterfowl during this period.
Contact Rick Price at 717-657-1950 or
rprice210@comcast.net to register.

Big Numbers at Middle Creek
By Rick Price
Appalachian Audubon Society’s March
Field Trip to Middle Creek resulted in
some big numbers. Fortunately, the PA
Game Commission estimate of well over
100,000 Snow Geese that day offered
ample opportunities for those who like
to photograph or videograph this avian
spectacle. Unfortunately, peak numbers
of geese also resulted in peak crowds,
which forced us to be flexible in our
approach to birding. Full parking lots and
lines of bumper-to-bumper traffic caused
us to change our plans. We were able to
skip the hike to Willow Point and take an
alternate route to the auto tour entrance.
Our persistence paid off as we were
treated to literally thousands of geese in
the adjacent fields, sometimes at close
range. The fact that much of the lake
was still frozen meant that there were
many more birds to be seen in the fields.
For those who braved the brisk winds
staying close to our vehicles, we were
rewarded with good looks at up to four
Northern Harriers, including looks at

Photo courtesy
Rick Price

first one, and later two, beautiful adult
male “Gray Ghosts.” The harriers put on
quite a show as we watched, hunting
low over the fields in front of us. We also
had some other birds including Tundra

Swan, Canada Goose, Mallard, Eastern
Bluebird, woodpeckers, and a small
flock of Wild Turkey. Congratulations
to the 13 hearty souls who made this
memorable trek.
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Spring Native Plant Sale
Continues!
Appalachian Audubon Society’s Spring Native
Plant Sale, in partnership with Diakon Wilderness
Greenhouse, is going on until May 31st! Don’t miss out
on creating backyard bird habitat or simply beautifying
your yard with native plants. Beginning May 1st AAS
members have two ways to shop!
Audubon members may continue to access the
online sale at: https://the-wilderness-greenhouse.
square.site/ or they may visit the greenhouse during
their normal business hours for in-person shopping.
Regardless of how you choose to shop, use coupon
code SAVE$5AAS to receive $5 off your purchase and
to ensure that a percentage of your purchase benefits
AAS.
If you decide to purchase online, upon check-out you
will be assigned a date and time to pick up your order
at the greenhouse. If your assigned date and time will
not work for you, please call 717-960-6740 or email
PattenK@diakon.org to arrange a different pick-up
time. Or, if you’re local (within 20 miles of the nursery),
you may choose to have your plants delivered for a
$25 fee. Thank you for supporting native plants and
wildlife habitats. Happy Planting!

Get Your Bird-Friendly Coffee
Through AAS!
By Lorrie Preston – Chair, Hospitality/Coffee Sale Committee
The next deadline for ordering our organic environmentallyfriendly coffee through the chapter is Monday, May 3rd at noon.
There will also be a limited amount of coffee available for sale
at the ice-cream social on May 15th. But it is encouraged to
preorder by emailing Lorrie Preston. Price is $10 for each 1lb bag,
which is payable upon delivery. Orders will be available for pickup on May 15th or other delivery arrangements can be made.
When ordering, please specify organic Smithsonian Certified
Bird-Friendly Regular Guatemalan or organic Rainforest Alliance
Certified Swiss Decaf Guatemalan coffee, and also specify either
Ground or Whole Bean. Also specify quantity (2lb minimum).
Email your order to Lorrie at lpreston5156@gmail.com with “AAS
Coffee” in the subject line anytime between now and May 3rd.
You can also order directly through Ragged Edge Roasting
Company’s “EightyTwo Cafe” at your convenience. Go to
https://www.raggededgerc.com/bird-friendly/ and you will be led
through the ordering process. The direct-link ordering method
offers you three grind options — Automatic Drip, French Press, or
Pour-over. Orders placed by Wednesdays at 9:00pm are prepared
for you and shipped out by Priority Mail on Friday.
AAS has amassed quite a loyal following of coffee customers
who not only LOVE the taste of our coffee, but they also LOVE
knowing that these shade-grown organic coffees provide clean,
healthy habitat for birds and wildlife. Organic coffee is better for
their own health, too. Give our coffee a try and see if you agree!

AAS Supporting Young Scientists
By Betsy Riter
Appalachian Audubon Society
members Dale Rupert, Betsy Riter,
and Rich Riter judged projects at
this year’s Capital Area Science &
Engineering Fair (CASEF). The fair
was held virtually this year. Each
student uploaded a picture of his/her
backboard, the research paper, the
journal detailing day-to-day findings,
plus a video of the student explaining
his/her project. This worked very
well, and the trio were able to choose
these great projects from many good
ones. Valerie Knowles, the director
of CASEF, was very pleased that AAS
went above and beyond to help them
in this challenging year, and thus
give students joy and inspiration to
build on their passion for helping
birds and the environment. AAS gave
two special awards in the area of
environmental science. Each recipient
received a $100 cash award, a
certificate for excellence in scientific
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research in natural ecosystems, and a
student level chapter membership.
The first AAS awardee was Samuel
Koda from Hershey High School
for his project “Controlling Spotted
Lantern Fly.” Samuel investigated
four different designs of home-made
traps, built to wrap around trees and
ensnare Spotted Lantern Flies. He
used tulle fabric, like that used in
ballet tutus, and corrugated plastic
for the devices, each with a different
top, for instance, a circle-shaped
entrance. He used duct tape to
adhere these devices to a tree trunk;
his control was a same-species tree
nearby with no trap. All of the traps
caught lantern flies and are simple for
the homeowner to make and use. His
project attempted to solve a realworld problem, was controlled and
designed well, and gave people hope
that they could catch and destroy
these predacious insects.

Our second awardee was Alyssa
Goodling from Greenwood Middle/
High School for “Fascinating Fossils.”
Alyssa’s fossils were actually
skeletons found in owl pellets. This
was an owl pellet monitoring project,
to see if plastics or trash would show
up in the pellets. She did a fantastic
job of identifying and categorizing
the bones she found. She was
able to “reassemble” the bones for
identification. She made meticulous
drawings of each bone found and
then showed how they could be
reassembled for identification. She
found birds and mice in the owl
pellets, but no identifiable trash or
plastics. Through her research, she
became very excited about birds,
and revealed that she would like to
continue to study them.
Congratulations to all the winners!

Native Plant Spotlight
By Zach Richard
Though the Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) has garnered
much attention over the years, becoming the poster child
for native insect conservation, it is still in trouble. The 2020
Monarch count conducted by The Xerces Society documented
the continued decline of the western population, now
considered below the extinction threshold for the third year in
a row. In the East, the outlook is not great either, with a >80%
drop since the mid-1990s. But there still is a way to combat
their decline — by planting milkweed!

ample rewards and will be dripping and buzzing with nectarseekers, including hummingbirds. Leaves are lanceolate,
opposite and glabrous. In the autumn, the foliage often turns
a shade of purple, and plants will be adorned with upwardturned seedpods that eventually split open and give way to
wind-dispersed brown seeds that have ‘parachutes’ of fluffy
coma. This soft, silky material can be a welcome addition to
some bird nests. A subspecies (A. incarnata ssp. pulchra) native
to the piedmont and coastal plain has fuzzy, broader leaves,
usually a shorter stature, and often a deeper pink or purple
inflorescence.

Most lepidopteran larvae are host plant specialists, evolving to
overcome chemical defenses in a particular lineage of plants.
For Monarchs, the diet is limited to native milkweeds from
several genera. In Pennsylvania, we have 11 species of native
Asclepias, and the milkweed vines Cynanchum laeve and
Matelea obliqua available to support them. Though all have
desirable attributes for different garden situations, Swamp
Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata) is suitable for most home
landscapes.

In addition to Monarch butterflies, milkweeds such as A.
incarnata support a handful of other lepidopterans, including
the Milkweed Tussock Moth (Euchaetes egle), and the
Unexpected Cycnia (Cycnia inopinatus). You may also attract
other herbivorous insects that rely on milkweeds, such as
Milkweed Beetles (Tetraopes sp.), the Small Milkweed Bug
(Lygaeus kalmii), Large Milkweed Bug (Oncopeltus fasciatus),
and Milkweed Leaf Beetle (Labidomera clivicollis).

Emerging rather late in spring, this obligate wetland plant is
frequently observed in sunny floodplains, pond edges, ditches,
and wet meadows. Consider using it in similar situations, such
as in a wet low spot, rain garden, or drainage swale, though it
will grow in average moisture garden soils so long as additional
water is given during drought. Upright and clump forming, A.
incarnata is well-behaved and will not spread aggressively
from rhizomes like Common Milkweed (A. syriaca). In midsummer, plants are topped with umbels of pink flowers, which
have a light vanilla or cinnamon fragrance. These flowers offer

Swamp Milkweed

Pair this plant with others that like wet feet, such as the
Lobelias (L. cardinalis and L. siphilitica), Blue Flag (Iris
versicolor), Swamp Aster (Symphyotrichum puniceum), and
New York Ironweed (Vernonia noveboracensis), and you will be
on your way to creating a productive and beautiful garden for
all seasons while also supporting the beloved Monarch.
Please contact me if you have any questions or comments at
zachrichard021@gmail.com.

•

Asclepias incarnata

Dogbane Family (Apocynaceae)
Size: 3–5 ft • Light: Full sun • Soil: Neutral to slightly acidic • Water: Moist to wet

Photos courtesy
Zach Richard

Left: Beginning in July and lasting for at least a month, the floral
display of Swamp Milkweed is sure to attract many butterflies, diurnal
moths, flies, bees, and wasps. Above: In addition to nectar-seekers,
many herbivorous insects utilize milkweeds, such as this shy Red
Milkweed Beetle (Tetraopes tetrophthalmus).
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Oriole Fledgling Rescued by AAS Members
By Jon Dale
McCormick Park on the Yellow Breeches Creek in Upper Allen
Township, Cumberland County was the scene of a valiant effort
by four Appalachian Audubon Society birders to monitor and
eventually relocate a Baltimore Oriole fledgling. The small park
east of Bowmansdale is a narrow strip of grass, a few shrubs
and large sycamore trees lining the north bank of the creek.
It is a popular spot for fishermen, put-in/take-out kayakers,
runners/walkers, birders, and those who enjoy the serenity of
a scenic waterway. Baltimore and Orchard Orioles historically
have nested in the numerous sycamores.
In the early evening hours of Thursday, June 18, 2020 Jon Dale
was walking the road along the park and creek searching
for an Orchard Oriole to add to his 2020 PA bird list. He was
approached by a woman and her young son who requested
his opinion/assistance as to what to do with a fledgling they
had found in the middle of the road. Showing Jon where they
had placed the young bird on the branch of a sapling located
between the road and the creek, he immediately recognized it
as a Baltimore Oriole fledgling.
It appeared as though the little fellow had either fallen out of the
nest or fledged too early. To complicate matters, the location of
the bird — only two feet off the ground on the sapling — was in
a very narrow strip of riparian habitat with only approximately
five feet between the road edge and the creek. Jon monitored
the fledgling from a distance for some time, seeing little
movement on the bird’s part and no parental visits or feedings.
Needing to return home, Jon contacted friend and fellow birder
Susan Miller, a nearby resident who was willing to come and
monitor the bird. Susan stayed until dark that evening, also
seeing little activity and no parental intervention.
Returning Friday, the next morning at 6:15, Susan found the
fledgling in the same spot. At least it had made it through
the night. Susan took up observation of the bird from her
car at a respectable distance. At approximately 8:30am she
witnessed the first visit and feeding from the male parent, a
heart-warming sight. Over the next 2–3 hours, Susan observed
the male parent feeding the fledgling numerous times.
Concurrently, on several occasions, she also watched dogs
on leashes with their owners pass within two feet of the bird.
Later, a vehicle arrived with two people and parked adjacent to
the bird. Visits from the parent diminished somewhat.

Photo courtesy
John Dale

Susan reported the events of the early morning to Jon as well
as to friend and birder Karen Atwood who also lived nearby.
Both joined Susan at midmorning at creek side. As the morning
progressed, activity at the park rapidly increased, including
more walkers/joggers, dogs, kayakers putting their boats in the
water nearby, and swimmers.
The three friends, along with birder Ray Eichelberger (who
ironically had arrived in hopes of also seeing an Orchard Oriole)
discussed the precarious situation regarding the fledgling. The
upcoming weekend would bring even more nature lovers to
the park! The question at hand was whether or not to relocate
the fledgling to the private meadow with small trees on the
other side of the road, away from all the park activity. Being
acutely aware of the cardinal (pardon the pun) rule to not
disturb wildlife and to leave young alone, and the principle of
“let nature take its course,” the foursome pondered whether
action was warranted.
Susan contacted Red Creek Wildlife Center of Schuylkill Co., to
explain the situation and ask for their opinion on a course of
action, if any. The Center’s assessment and guidance concurred
with the thinking of the foursome — relocation to the adjacent
meadow was in the best interest of the fledgling’s survival.
To that end, Karen and Jon gently snatched the little fellow
from its precarious perch and moved it to a branch of another
sapling 20–25 feet into the meadow on the other side of busy
McCormick Road. At that moment in time, they all learned just
how loud a Baltimore Oriole fledgling can chirp (yell)! Father
Oriole was quick to respond, with Mom not far on his heels.
They checked out the situation and quickly located their little
one. As the foursome anxiously observed the fledgling in its
new location, they were all relieved and elated to see Dad start
feeding it once again. Mission accomplished!!
As Jon, Susan, Karen and Ray observe orioles and other spring
migrants along McCormick Road this spring, they will be
wondering if that little fledgling might have survived the winter,
grown up and returned to start a family of its own!*

Photo courtesy
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*Orioles reach reproductive maturity in their first year of age. Baltimore
Oriole — Facts, Diet, Habitat & Pictures on Animalia.bio.

